[bookmark: trees-for-dorset-environmental-policy]Trees for Dorset – Environmental Policy
Status: Approved Policy (Draft for Board Adoption)
Version: 1.0
Date: February 2026
Review cycle: Every 3 years or sooner if required
Any references to trees in this document relates to native trees in the main and occasionally naturalized trees that have a long-term connection with the British countryside and that support biodiversity. e.g. Crab Apple. The term Trees also includes native hedging plants. 

[bookmark: purpose]1. Purpose
Trees for Dorset is a volunteer‑led charity dedicated to the protection, promotion, planting and long‑term stewardship of trees and woodlands across Dorset. This Environmental Policy sets out the organisation’s commitment to environmental responsibility and provides a framework for decision‑making, project delivery and partnerships.
The policy ensures that all activities undertaken by Trees for Dorset contribute positively to biodiversity, climate resilience and sustainable land use, while engaging and inspiring local communities.

[bookmark: scope]2. Scope
This policy applies to: - Trustees, staff, volunteers and contractors - All tree planting, protection, education and advocacy activities - Partnerships, funding arrangements and external engagement

[bookmark: vision-and-values]3. Vision and Values
[bookmark: vision]Vision
To see Dorset’s landscape enriched by healthy, resilient trees and woodlands that support wildlife, mitigate climate change and enhance quality of life for present and future generations.
[bookmark: values]Values
· Environmental stewardship – acting as responsible guardians of Dorset’s natural assets
· Biodiversity first – prioritising ecological value and resilience
· Community involvement – empowering people to care for and enjoy trees
· Sustainability – long‑term thinking in all decisions
· Integrity and evidence‑based practice – informed by best available guidance and expertise

[bookmark: environmental-commitments]4. Environmental Commitments
[bookmark: biodiversity-and-habitat-enhancement]4.1 Biodiversity and Habitat Enhancement
Trees for Dorset recognises trees as critical components of ecosystems and commits to protecting and enhancing biodiversity.
We will: - Prioritise native and locally appropriate species where planting is undertaken - Support habitat connectivity and wildlife corridors - Avoid practices that may damage sensitive habitats or species - Encourage diversity in age, structure and species selection

[bookmark: climate-change-mitigation-and-adaptation]4.2 Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation
Trees for Dorset acknowledges the role of trees in carbon sequestration, flood mitigation and temperature regulation.
We will: - Promote tree planting and protection as a response to the climate emergency - Support resilient species selection that considers future climate conditions - Encourage long‑term management to maximise carbon and ecosystem benefits

[bookmark: sustainable-tree-management]4.3 Sustainable Tree Management
All tree‑related activities will follow recognised best practice and the principle of “right tree, right place”.
We will: - Promote good arboricultural practice and aftercare - Encourage sustainable woodland management techniques - Support the protection of mature and veteran trees - Minimise waste and environmental impact in all operations

[bookmark: tree-protection-and-planning-advocacy]4.4 Tree Protection and Planning Advocacy
Trees for Dorset is committed to protecting existing trees from unnecessary loss.
We will: - Advocate for the retention of significant trees and woodlands - Support appropriate use of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) - Engage constructively with planning processes where trees are at risk - Promote early consideration of trees in development proposals

[bookmark: Xf0cef1490ba1f8f34c3062f7520bbab09dde74c]4.5 Education, Community Engagement and Wellbeing
Trees for Dorset believes long‑term environmental protection depends on public understanding and involvement.
We will: - Provide education, events and resources about trees and their benefits - Encourage volunteering and community‑led initiatives - Support schools and youth engagement where possible - Promote the health and wellbeing benefits of trees and green spaces

[bookmark: partnerships-and-collaboration]4.6 Partnerships and Collaboration
We recognise that environmental outcomes are strengthened through collaboration.
We will: - Work with local authorities, landowners, community groups and environmental organisations - Share knowledge, skills and resources responsibly - Seek partnerships that align with this policy and our charitable objectives

[bookmark: legal-and-policy-compliance]5. Legal and Policy Compliance
Trees for Dorset commits to complying with all relevant environmental legislation, guidance and local strategies, including: - Planning and environmental protection legislation - Health and safety requirements - Safeguarding and volunteer welfare obligations

[bookmark: roles-and-responsibilities]6. Roles and Responsibilities
· Trustees are responsible for approving this policy and ensuring strategic alignment.
· Officers and project leads are responsible for implementing the policy in day‑to‑day activities.
· Volunteers and partners are expected to support and uphold the principles of this policy.

[bookmark: monitoring-and-review]7. Monitoring and Review
Environmental performance and outcomes will be reviewed periodically to ensure continual improvement.
This policy will be: - Reviewed at least every three years - Updated in response to legislative, environmental or organisational change

[bookmark: policy-approval]8. Policy Approval
This Environmental Policy was approved by the Board of Trustees of Trees for Dorset.
Chair: ___________________________
Date: ___________________________

End of Policy
